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STATE OF VERMONT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

DPS ANNOUNCES THE AVAILABILITY OF  
RENEWABLE ENERGY INCENTIVE FUNDS 

 
Montpelier, VT –Commissioner David O’Brien announced today that the Vermont Department of Public 
Service (DPS), will allocate over $400,000 to the “Vermont Solar and Small Wind Incentive Program” to 
support small-scale wind demonstrations.  These funds are a portion of the $1.5 million in U.S. 
Department of Energy funds secured by Senator James Jeffords for the DPS Wind Development Program.  
An additional $280,000 of incentive funds for solar electric and solar hot water systems is being provided 
by Central Vermont Public Service and Green Mountain Power for customers in their service territories.  
Combined with money from the initial Solar and Small Wind Incentive Program, which was established 
in the spring of 2003, a total of $800,000 will be available for incentives.  Incentives will be provided to 
individuals, businesses, farms, schools, and municipalities for a portion of the cost of installing small-
scale solar and wind systems.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
“This is a great opportunity to promote and increase the development of clean, renewable, distributed 
energy systems in Vermont,” said Governor Douglas.  “This program promotes the installation of 
equipment that uses renewable in-state energy resources and supports local jobs for Vermont workers 
ranging from small wind manufacturing to system design and installation for solar electric and hot water 
systems.”  
 
The incentives are expected to support the installation of approximately 250 renewable energy systems in 
the state, which will generate an estimated 540 MWh of electricity and save roughly 17,000 gallons of 
fuel oil each year.  The program will also track and report the economic benefits, avoided emissions, and 
estimated energy savings as a result of the installations. 
 
“The projects funded through this incentive program will be working examples of the benefits of 
renewable energy,” said Senator Jeffords.  “These systems can help reduce Vermonters’ electricity bills, 
and I hope eligible applicants with good wind locations take advantage of this incentive program.” 
 
The Solar and Small Wind Incentive Program was originally established pursuant to Renewable Energy 
Legislation passed by the Vermont State Legislature during the spring of 2003, and signed into law by 
Governor Douglas in June 2003.  The initial program provided $840,000 to fund the installation of over 
200 renewable energy systems and was fully subscribed by August 2004. 
 
The program will be administered by the Vermont Energy Investment Corporation through their 
Renewable Energy Resource Center (RERC).  Information on the Vermont Solar and Small Wind 
Incentive Program, including incentive reservation forms, eligibility requirements, and a listing of 
participating solar and small wind system installers is available at www.rerc-vt.org, or by calling toll free: 
(877) 888-7372. 


